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by Dave Guffey
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Craig Zanon has come a long way in the past few weeks.
Before the 1978-79 University of Montana basketball season began, Zanon, a
19-year-old sophomore from Kali spell, wasn't sure what his role on the Grizzly
team would be.

An all-starter for Flathead County High two years ago, he wasn't

used to sitting on the bench.
Montana coach Mike Montgomery had mentioned to the 6-foot-6 Zanon he was thinking
about redshirting him this season so he would have three more years of eligibility
remaining.

Afterall, the Grizzlies' three top forwards were all seniors.

"I was pretty much down then," recalled Zanon.

"I had accepted the idea I

would be a reserve; but I also thought about redshirting, because I didn't want to
sit the bench like I did last year."
Zanon's salvation came early in the season when Montgomery tried Zanon at the
tall guard spot.

In a reserve role Zanon came in and teamed up admirably with

Blaine Taylor (or Tim McCauley) in the backcourt.
Montgomery liked the results.

Playing limited as far as minutes are concerned,

Zanon always seemed to make things happen, and his height also aided the Grizzlies
in rebounding, especially offensively.
Then, a few games later, Zanon got the big nod of approval from Montgomery.
It was the Weber State game in Ogden, Utah, when the youngster who thought he might
not even play this year, got his first start.
The pressure showed in that game as he fouled out with three-and-a-half minutes
left; but he made six of six free throws for six points and grabbed two rebounds.
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"I was scared to death," Zanon reflected.

"At first I didn't have a lot of

confidence, but Monty (coach Montgomery) stuck with me and gave me a chance."
Since that Weber State game the accounting major with a 3.81 grade point average
(GPA), has improved with each minute on the floor.
In Montana's last game with Weber State on February 9 Zanon hit five of eight
field goal attempts and scored 11 points.

He also had an outstanding game in Spokane

against Gonzaga, scoring a team-high 14 points.
"It's the old theory," said Montgomery, talking about Zanon's breaking in to the
starting lineup.

"If you work hard enough, you'll get the job.

defense, board (rebound) and fill lanes.

Craig can play

He gets the job done for us."

Zanon said this summer he's going to work on his dribbling and outside shooting
skills.
"They may move me back to forward," he said, "but I want to be ready for either
position."
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